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HINTS & SOLUTIONS 

 
1. (2) The correct word that would replace the word given in 

bold to provide the paragraph a comprehensive context is 
“unwrapped”. The former part of the sentence has 
already described that the father had received the gift 
from her daughter [gift that my daughter presented]. 
Therefore, the gift must be unwrapped to find what is 
inside it. All the other words fail to comprehend the 
context of the paragraph. Hence, option (2) becomes the 
most suitable answer choice.  

2. (4) The correct word that should replace the word given in 
bold should be “snub”. ‘Snub’ is used here as a noun 
which means an act of rebuffing or ignoring someone or 
something. It is to be noted that the next sentence of the 
paragraph uses the conjunction ‘though’ to introduce a 
contrasting statement from what has been mentioned 
earlier. Thus, as the next sentence expresses “I was happy 
inside”, the earlier sentence can be made coherent with 
a word expressing a contrast of ‘happy’. As, only option 
(4) perfectly fits grammatically as well as contextually in 

the paragraph, it becomes the most viable answer 
choice.  

3. (4) To make the sentence coherent with the outline of the 
paragraph, replace the word given in bold with ‘paltry’. 
“paltry” is an adjective which is used here to describe the 
quality of her salary. ‘Paltry’ means (of an amount) very 
small or meagre. All the other words fail to adhere with 
the context of the paragraph. Hence, option (4) is the 
most suitable answer choice.  

 Stingy means vulnerable means exposed to the possibility 
of being attacked or harmed, either physically or 
emotionally.  

 Substantial means of considerable importance, size, or 
worth.  

4. (1) The given sentence of the paragraph can be corrected by 
replacing the word given in bold with “averse”. It is to be 
noted that in the article the father has expressed his 
disliking towards technological gadgets. This can be 
observed through phrases like [our life had damaged], 
[would not even spare some moments], [against these 
modern-day technology]. Thus, the blank should consist 
of an adjective expressing a disliking towards gadgets. 
Therefore, ‘averse’ which means having a strong dislike of 
or opposition to something is the most appropriate word 
to replace the word given in bold. Hence, option (1) 
becomes the most suitable answer choice.  

 Doting means extremely and uncritically fond of 
someone; adoring.  

 Desirous means having or characterized by desire.  
5. (4) To make the paragraph contextually correct, replace the 

word given in bold with “invasion”. ‘Invasion’ is a noun 
which means an unwelcome intrusion into another's 
domain. Thus, it perfectly fits in the context of the 
paragraph. However, other words fail to find relevance 
with the theme of the paragraph. Hence, option (4) 
becomes the most viable answer choice.  

 Aggression means feelings of anger or antipathy resulting 
in hostile or violent behaviour; readiness to attack or 
confront.  

 Offense means a breach of a law or rule; an illegal act.  
6. (3) The blank can be filled with the word ‘express’ making the 

sentence meaningful. In the first sentence, express is 
used as verb which means convey (a thought or feeling) 
in words or by gestures and conduct while in the second 
sentence it is used as an adjective which means express is 
something that has a specific purpose or something that 
operates at a faster-than-normal speed. Here, it is 
describing the quality of the delivery services. Other 
words are irrelevant here. Hence option (3) is the correct 
choice.  

 Portend means be a sign or warning that (something, 
especially something momentous or calamitous) is likely 
to happen.  

 Articulate means having or showing the ability to speak 
fluently and coherently.  
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 Vague means of uncertain, indefinite, or unclear 
character or meaning.  

 Augur means to foresee or predict.  
7. (1) The word ‘jolly’ is correct here. In the first sentence, Jolly 

is an adjective that means happy and cheerful whereas in 
second sentence, jolly is a noun that means a party or 
celebration. Hence, ‘jolly’ is the only word that can give 
meaning to the sentence. Hence option (1) proves to be 
correct.  

 Gloomy means dark or poorly lit, especially so as to 
appear depressing or frightening.  

 Tempt means entice or try to entice (someone) to do 
something that they find attractive but know to be wrong 
or unwise.  

 Contrite means feeling or expressing remorse at the 
recognition that one has done wrong.  

 Blazing means very hot.  
8. (5) Option (5) ‘forward’ is the right choice here which is 

making the sentence meaningful and correct.  
 Forward as used in the first sentence means directed or 

facing towards the front or the direction that one is facing 
or travelling whereas in the second sentence, it is an 
adjective that means in the direction that one is facing or 
travelling; towards the front. Hence option (5) is the most 
suitable choice.  

9. (4) Option (4) is the correct choice. ‘Upstage’ best suits the 
purpose here as in first sentence it is a verb that means 
divert attention from (someone) towards oneself 
whereas in second sentence it is an adverb conveying the 
meaning as at or towards the back of a theatre stage. All 
the other options do not fit in the blank hence, option (4) 
becomes the most suitable answer choice.  

10. (2) Option (2) is correct.  
 In first sentence, plumb behave as an adverb delivering 

the meaning as exactly whereas in second sentence, 
plumb is a verb that means measure. All the other options 
are irrelevant.  

 Hence option (2) is the correct choice.  
 Cognize means know or become aware of.  
 Vault means provide (a building or room) with an arched 

roof or roofs.  
11. (2) The correct sequence is CABED as it arranges the sentence 

in the best way as follows: “We should make school 
education to be free of cost for girls so that they can study 
easily.”  

12. (1) The correct sequence is DBAEC as it arranges the sentence 
properly in the way as follows: “Public Sector Banks are 
pulling back on credit disbursement to lower rated 
companies.”  

13. (2) The correct sequence of the statement is EBDAC as it 
arranges the sentence as follows: “Personality comes 
from ego while innocence comes from a childlike nature 
which makes you feel light.”  

14. (4) Option (d) provides the correct sequence for the 
arrangement of the sentence. The proper arranged 
sentence is as follows: “There is a likelihood of extinction 
of the human species as a consequence of nuclear war.”  

15. (3) The correct sequence is BADEC as the sentence can be 
arranged as follows: “Illustrating a life with vivid pictures 
detracts the reader’s understanding of the prose itself.”  

16. (2) The correct sequence is EACDB as the sentence can be 
arranged as follows: “Matter and electricity are 

concentrated exclusively in certain finite units, electrons 
and protons.”  

17. (4) All of the options are incorrect except option (d) as it 
properly arranges the sentence as follows : “The 
perfection of our personality depends mostly on our 
training in truth and love ,upon ideals that go to the root 
of our being.”  

18. (5) Option (e) is the most appropriate choice. i.e. CABDE as it 
provides the best sequence to arrange the sentence in a 
proper way as follows : “The country through which we 
had been travelling for days had an original beauty with 
stretches of wide plains across the wide country.”  

19. (2) Option (b) is the most appropriate choice as it provides 
the correct sequence for the arrangement of the sentence 
as follows: “Competition from Yahoo and Microsoft posed 
a greater challenge to Google following the disclosure 
about its mammoth profitability.”  

20. (3) Option (c) is the most suitable choice as it provides the 
correct sequence for the proper arrangement of the 
sentence which is as follows: “We also create learning 
space through the kind of speech we utter and the silence 
from which true speech emanates .”  

21. (4) The question can be easily answered after going through 
the first paragraph. Refer to the lines, “ When the farmers 
realised that the next day an examination for students had 
been scheduled, they picked up their belongings and 
marched into the night to reach Azad Maidan. This 
sensitive gesture won the hearts of Mumbai.” This 
suggests that the farmers marched in the night in order 
not to disturb the students having their exam. Hence 
option (4) is the correct choice in the context of the 
passage.  

22. (2) To answer this question read the first few lines of the 
Third paragraph. Consider the lines , “ A time period of 
bitterness descended on the country after the disaster of 
demonetisation and the goods and services tax, after the 
daily reports of lynching and communal movements, after 
the ghastly anti-science drift of intellectual institutions, 
after brutish language began to define public 
discourse.” It is clearly mentioned about the 
implementation of demonitisation and the reports of 
lynching and communal mobilisation. But nothing is 
mentioned about import of Gold, hence, reason (III) can 
be ruled out. Thus, option (2) is the correct choice in the 
context of the passage.  

23. (2) To answer this question, consider the lines, “the Left was 
not able to convert these mobilisations into more seats for 
Left candidates is a sad commentary on the Indian 
electoral system — where caste and other sectarian 
affiliations, as well as sheer money power, determine the 
outcomes.” It can be deduced that Left lost the seats 
because of caste and money. Thus, option (2) is the 
correct choice in the context of the passage.  

24. (5) To answer this question, read the paragraphs 4 and 6 
clearly. The following lines are in paragraph 4th, “The 
government provided free sanitary pads for schoolgirls in 
government schools, so that they would not feel the social 
penalty heaped on women for menstruation. Transgender 
rights came into focus, with some of Kochi Metro’s ticket 
collectors being recruited among the transgender 
community.” , which make statements (I) and (II) correct. 
And the line “It plunged into rescue and relief in an 
absolutely non-partisan manner. ” tells us about the 
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government helping without any discrimination. Thus 
making statement (III) also correct .As all statements are 
correct thus, option (2) is the correct choice in the context 
of the passage.  

25. (2) To answer this question study the line , “It is evident that 
the real beneficiaries of government policy since 1991 
have not been this middle class, but it has been what 
should be called an oligarchy (10% of Indians own 75% of 
India’s social wealth).” It can be easily deduced that only 
10 % of Indians gain from the government policies. Thus, 
only option (2) is the correct choice in the context of the 
passage.  

26. (1) To answer this refer to the , “They organised themselves 
in myriad, more or less spontaneous ways to help each 
other. The courage of the fisherfolk who ventured into the 
waters with no regard for their personal safety is one 
example. There were so many others.” There is no 
mention about Nipah virus thus, statement (II) to is not 
related to the passage.Thus, statements (I) and (III) are 
correct hence, making option (1) as the correct choice in 
the context of the passage.  

27. (3) To answer this question, one needs to go through the 
respective usage of words in the passage. Among the 
given options, the word “ turbulence ” indicates the 
nearest meaning “ chaos” in the context of the passage. 
The word “ chaos” means “ complete disorder and 
confusion”. Other words can be eliminated based on their 
usage and meanings. Hence option (3) is the correct 
choice.  

 Ravaged means severely damaged; devastated.  
 Marginal means minor and not important; not central.  
 March means walk in a military manner with a regular 

measured tread..  
 Anachronistic means belonging to a period other than 

that being portrayed.  
28. (2) Let’s find out the exact meaning of the word “ ferocious ” 

as used in the passage. The word “ ferocious ” means 
“ frightening and violent”. Thus, among the three 
alternatives, (I) and (III) provide the exact meaning of the 
word contextually. Hence option (2) is the correct choice.  

 Adamant means impossible to persuade, or unwilling to 
change an opinion or decision.  

 Atrocious means violent and shocking.  
29. (1) To answer such questions, one needs to understand that 

the question demands both the synonym and the 
antonym of the given word respectively as a pair. The 
word “ paltry ” means of very little value . Thus, among 
the given pairs and in the context of the passage, 
“ meagre ” is the most appropriate similar word to it and 
at the same time “ substantial ” is the most appropriate 
opposite word. The other pairs cannot be derived 
correctly in the context of the usage of the highlighted 
word in the passage. Hence option (1) is the correct 
choice.  

 Meagre means (of something provided or available) 
lacking in quantity or quality  

 Substantial means of considerable importance, size, or 
worth  

 Harrowing means acutely distressing  
 Vague means of uncertain, indefinite, or unclear 

character or meaning.  
 Excruciating means intensely painful.  
 Fanciful means over-imaginative and unrealistic  

30. (5) The word “ ghastly ” as used in the passage means 
frightening and shocking. Thus, among the given 
alternatives, all three can be used as replacements to the 
given word.  

 Awful means extremely bad  
 Appalling means very unpleasant and shocking  
31. (5)  I. x² + 4x – 3x – 12 = 0  
 (x + 4) (x – 3) = 0  
 x = 3, –4  
 II. y² + 5y -3y -15 = 0  
 (y + 5) (y -3) = 0  
 y = –5, 3  
 ⇒ no relation can be established  
32. (2)  I. 6x² – 2x – 3x + 1 = 0  
 (2x – 1) (3x – 1) = 0  
 x=1/2, 1/3  
 II. 3y² + 9y – y – 3 = 0  
 3y (y + 3) – 1 (y + 3) = 0  
 (3y – 1) (y + 3) = 0  
 y=–3, 1/3  
 ⇒ x ≥ y  
33. (4)  I. 12x² – 3x – 4x + 1 = 0  
 (3x – 1) (4x – 1) = 0  
 x=1/3, 1/4  
 II. 6y² – 2y – 3y + 1 = 0  
 (2y – 1) (3y – 1) = 0  
 y=1/2, 1/3  
 ⇒ y ≥ x  
34. (4) I. x² + 2x + 5x + 10 = 0  
 (x + 2) (x + 5) = 0  
 x = –2, –5  
 II. 2y² + 4y + y + 2 = 0  
 (y + 2) (2y + 1) = 0  
 y = -1/2, – 2  
 ⇒ x ≤ y  
35. (5)  I. x² – 5x + 3x – 15 = 0  
 (x – 5) (x + 3) = 0  
 x = 5, –3  
 II. y² + 4y + y + 4 = 0  
 (y + 4) (y + 1) = 0  
 y = –1, –4  
 ⇒ No relation can be established between x & y.  

36. (1) 

 
37. (2) 

 



 
 

4 

 

38. (1) 

 

 

39. (5) 

 
40. (1) 

 
41. (4) Cars manufactured by company – C & D together in 2017 

= 25000 + 15000 = 40000  
 Cars manufactured by company – C in 2015 and company 

– D in 2016 together  
 = 40000 + 20000 = 60000  

   
42. (4) Average number of cars manufactured by company– B, C 

and D in 2015  
 =

  
 

 Cars manufactured by company – A and E together in 
2017 = 45000 + 20000 = 65000  

 Required difference = 65000 – 25000 = 40000  
43. (3) Cars manufactured by company – E in 2015 and 2016 

together = 5000 + 15000 = 20000  
 Cars manufactured by company – B in 2016 and 2017 

together = 30000 + 45000 = 75000  
 Required ratio =

 
  

44. (4)  Cars manufactured by company – A in 2015 and 2016 
together = 50000 + 40000 = 90000  

 Average number of cars manufactured by company – A 
and B in 2017  

   
45. (5)  Total cars manufactured by all companies in 2017  
 = 45000 + 45000 + 25000 + 15000 + 20000  
 = 150000  
 Total cars manufactured by all companies in 2015  
 = 50000 + 25000 + 40000 + 10000 + 5000  
 = 130000  

   
46. (3)  Average number of cars manufactured by all 5 companies 

in 2016  

   
 Required number of companies = 3  

47. (1) 

 
48. (4) 

 

49. (1) 

 
50. (2) 

 
51. (5) ? = 1225 – 289 – 237 + 58 = 757  
52. (4) 

 
53. (1) 

 
54. (2) 

 
55. (4) 

 
56. (1) 

 
57. (2) 

 
58. (2) 

 
59. (2) Let the present age of A be 8x years  
 Then present age of B = 3x years  
 ATQ  

   
 Required difference = 8 × 6 - 3 × 6 = 30 years  
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60. (2)  Let A, B, C’s investment be 3x, 4x and 5x respectively  
 ATQ,  

   
 = 117: 192: 240  
 Let profit share of A, B and C be 117y, 192y and 240y  
 117y= 702  
 y = 6  
 Required difference= 48y = Rs 288  

61. (2) 

 

62. (1) 

 

63. (4) 

 

64. (4) 

 
65. (5) 

 
66. (3) 

 
67. (4) 

 
68. (2) 

 
69. (5) 

 
70. (1) 

 
71-75. From the given statements, S lives on an even numbered 

floor. There are three persons live between S and the one 
who likes Saffron. Here we get two possibilities i.e. Case 
1 and Case 2. There is one floor gap between the persons 
who like Red and Saffron. There is one floor gap between 
the persons who like red and yellow. There are more than 
three floors gap between M, who likes white and the one 
who likes yellow.  

  
 From the given statements, P lives just below of the one 

who likes Blue. Here one more case is adding i.e. Case 
2a. R lives just above the O’s floor. N likes Green. Q lives 
below the N’s floor. 

  
 From the given statements, the number of persons live 

between O and N is the same as between N and Q. Now, 
Case 2 and Case 2a are eliminated.  

 So, the final arrangement is such as-  

   
71. (3) 
72. (4) 
73. (2) 
74. (4) 
75. (5) 
76. (2) 
77. (4) 
78. (1) 
79-80. 

 
79. (5)  
80. (3) 
81-85. From the given statements, difference in the age of D and 

F is 2. Three persons were born between D and G. Here, 
we get two possibilities i.e. Case 1 and Case 2.  

   
 From the given statements, G is not youngest person. 

Here, Case 2 is ruled out. A was born just before B. C was 
born before E.  

 So, the final arrangement will be: -  

   
81. (2) 
82. (1) 
83. (3) 
84. (4) 
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85. (2) 

86. (1) 
 

87. (3) 

 
88-90. 

 
88. (2) 
89. (3) 
90. (2) 

 
91-95. Step I - P belongs to India but does not support to India 

and Pakistan. R is supporting to New Zeeland. T belongs 
to New Zeeland but does not support to India and 
Pakistan. U is supporting to UAE. Now only two places are 
there for India and Pakistan Supporting person is either Q 
or S.  

   
 Step II – Both Q and S are belonging to the UAE and 

England but not necessarily in the same order. R does not 
belong to Pakistan. Here only 1 place is remaining for the 
person who belongs to Pakistan which is U. Q is not 
supporting to India. T does not support to Australia. The 
one who belongs to England is not supporting India.  

 Now, the final arrangement is such as-  

   
91. (5) 
92. (2) 
93. (4) 
94. (3) 
95. (3) 
96. (2) Condition II is applied.   
97. (1) Condition III is applied.  
98. (3) Condition III is applied.  
99. (2) Condition I is applied.   
100. (4) Condition I is applied.  
 


